
LITTLE BROTHER
STATE AND LOCAL POLICE SPYING POST-9/11



FIVE TRILLION 
DOLLARS

AMOUNT OF MONEY THE US GOV. 
HAS SPENT IN THE NAME OF 
FIGHTING TERRORISM SINCE 9/11:



APPROX. AVERAGE NUMBER OF AMERICAN DEATHS EACH YEAR BY CAUSE, POST-9/11

▸ terrorism: 16 

▸ armed babies: 21 

▸ lightning: 31 

▸ lawnmowers: 69 

▸ falling out of bed: 737 

▸ car accidents: 30,000 

▸ suicide: 42,000 

▸ diabetes: 76,000 

▸ heart disease: 600,000



IF YOU’RE SUBMITTING BUDGET PROPOSALS FOR A LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AGENCY, FOR AN INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, YOU’RE NOT 
GOING TO SUBMIT THE PROPOSAL THAT ‘WE WON THE WAR ON 
TERROR AND EVERYTHING’S GREAT,’ CUZ THE FIRST THING THAT’S 
GONNA HAPPEN IS YOUR BUDGET’S GONNA BE CUT IN HALF. YOU 
KNOW, IT’S MY OPPOSITE OF JESSE JACKSON’S ‘KEEP HOPE 
ALIVE’—IT’S ‘KEEP FEAR ALIVE.’ KEEP IT ALIVE.

former  FBI assistant director Thomas Fuentes

KEEP FEAR ALIVE



THE ‘KEEP FEAR ALIVE’ STRATEGY IS VERY EFFECTIVE





TRICKLE DOWN OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY STATE

STATE AND LOCAL POLICE

▸ Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) operations 

▸ Elimination of criminal predicate 

▸ Fusion centers 

▸ Terrorism or drugs? All crimes? 

▸ Hundreds of billions of dollars in funding for state and 
local police technology 

▸ Government knows more, we know less



LICENSE PLATE 
READERS

(mass surveillance)



DRONES

(what’s onboard?)



CELL PHONE 
TRACKERS

(secrecy)



BIOMETRICS

(face recognition, iris 
scanning, electronic 
fingerprinting, voice prints)



SYSTEMS BUILT TO TARGET ONE POPULATION INEVITABLY SPREAD

TARGETS OF THE SURVEILLANCE SYSTEM

▸ Latin@ immigrants 

▸ Muslims and other religious minorities 

▸ Black people 

▸ dissidents



ABUSES

THE POST-9/11 SECURITY OVER LIBERTY ENVIRONMENT

▸ NYPD iris scanning dissidents 

▸ Police collecting DNA from teens on the street 

▸ Tracking antiwar protesters as homeland security threats 

▸ Treating Black Lives Matter like terrorists 

▸ Preemptive prosecutions 

▸ First Amendment violations 

▸ PETA may be annoying, but is it a security problem?



LEGISLATURES ARE SCARED
COURTS TAKE TOO LONG



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

TAKE ACTION TO FIGHT POST-9/11 CIVIL LIBERTIES VIOLATIONS

▸ Contact your state and federal legislators. 

▸ Write letters to the editor; call into local radio. 

▸ Refuse to be afraid, and don’t let your friends and family 
get away with racism. 

▸ File public records requests with your local police. 

▸ Exercise your First Amendment rights to dissent, and 
support the rights of others to protest and express.



VALUES MATTER
COMBAT FEAR + XENOPHOBIA


