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Rebecca K. Glenberg, Esq.
ACLU of Virginia

530 E. Main Street, Suite 310
Richmond, VA 23219

Re: Michael Evan Dye, Name Change
Case No.: CL11-73

Dear Counsel:

This matter is before the Court on the applicant’s request for change of name
pursuant to §8.01-217 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. The Court received .
testimony from Mr. Dye on March 11, 2011. Mr. Dye testified that his request for a
change of name was for the purpose of everyone in the household having the same last
name, Mr, Dye testified that he and Mr. Justice have entered into a civil union in the state
of Towa but further acknowledged that he was aware that such a union would not be
recognized in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Further, Mr. Dye testified that he is aware
that the law prohibits same-sex marriage in the Commonwealth of Virginia and that he
does not intend to hold himself out as married in the Commonwealth of Virginia, for any
purpose. Mr, Dye testified that he understood that a change of name, pursuant to the laws

of the Commonwealth of Virginia, would neot bestow any of the benefits of marriage. Mr.
Dye, understanding these facts, indicated that it is his desire for the members of the
household to have the same last name and not for any other unlawful or fraudulent
purpose.

Pursuant to §8.01-217, “the court shall, unless the evidence shows the change of
name is sought for a frandulent purpose, or would infringe upon the rights of others . . .
order a change of name.”

The Court determmes factually that Mr. Dye understands that, by statute he and
Mr. Justice cannot be married in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Further, Mr. Dye
acknowledges that the change of name will not accomplish that purpose and does not
convey any benefits of marriage.
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Accordingly, the. Court finds that this change of name, as acknowledged by the
applicant, is not for a fraudulent purpose and the Court will grant the petition. The Court
directs Ms. Glenberg to prepare an order reflecting the ruling of the Court.

Sincerely,

andall Leweé, Judge

CRL/lg
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Dear Counsel:

This matter is before the Court on the applicant’s request for change of name
pursuant to §8.01-217 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended. The Court received
testimony from Mr. Justice on March 11, 2011. Mr. Justice testified that his request for a
change of name was for the purpose of everyone in the household having the same last
name. Mr. Justice testified that he and Mr. Dye have entered into a civil union in the state
of Towa but further acknowledged that he was aware that such a union would not be
recognized in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Further, Mr. Justice testified that he is
aware that the law prohibits same-sex marriage in the Commonwealth of Virginia and
that he does not intend to hold himself out as married in the Commonwealth of Virginia,
for any purpose. Mr. Justice testified that he understood that a change of name, pursuant
to the laws of the Commonwealth of Virginia, would not bestow any of the benefits of
marriage. Mr. Justice, understanding these facts, indicated that it is his desire for the
members of the household to have the same last name and not for any other unlawful or
fraudulent purpose.

Pursuant to §8.01-217, “the court shall, unless the evidence shows the change of
name is sought for a fraudulent purpose, or would infringe upon the rights of others . . .
order a change of name.”

The Court determines factually that Mr. Justice understands that, by statute, he
and Mr. Dye cannot be married in the Commonwealth of Virginia. Further, Mr. Justice
acknowledges that the change of name will not accomplish that purpose and does not
convey any benefits of marriage. : >
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Accordingly, the Court finds that this change of name, as acknowledged by the
applicant, is not for a fraudulent purpose and the Court will grant the petition. The Court
directs Ms. Glenberg to prepare an order reflecting the ruling of the Court.

Sincerely,

O.

C. Randall Lowe, Judge

CRL/lg



