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An Open Letter from 100+ Jewish Clergy in Washington, DC; Maryland;
and Virginia Calling for the Release of Dr. Badar Khan Suri

This letter was published on April 30, 2025. Rabbis and clergy: click here to sign on

We write as Jewish clergy in Washington, DC; Maryland; and Virginia in response to the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) detention of Dr. Badar Khan Suri, a postdoctoral
fellow at Georgetown University. On March 17, Dr. Khan Suri was taken from his home in
Arlington, VA by masked DHS agents, upon his return home from a Ramadan celebration.

We write with grief, fear, and anger at the injustice of Dr. Khan Suri’s detention, the mass
detention and deportation immigration policies of the Trump administration more broadly, and
their profound implications for the civil liberties of all Americans. As leaders and residents of
the region we are keenly aware of the effects that this administration’s national policies are
having on local residents. We are praying for Dr. Khan Suri’s wellbeing and are sending care to
his family and community.

As Jewish communal leaders, we are tasked with keeping our communities safe. We reject the
false premise that the Trump administration’s detainments and deportations of university
students are being carried out for the purpose of Jewish safety. To claim as such is both
disingenuous and dangerous. Doing so feeds antisemitic conspiracy theories by blaming Jews and
pitting our needs against those of our neighbors. Targeting and detaining immigrant students,
alongside the threatened cuts to university funding, are cynical attacks on higher education and
civil rights, carried out under the pretext of protecting Jews.

We know that in reality, the safety of our Jewish communities here in the region and in the
United States more broadly depends on constitutional democracy and minority protections.
This includes the foundational first amendment right to free speech. We cannot let a difference
in political opinion prevent us from speaking out for the basic civil and human rights that must
be protected for each of us if they are to be protected for all of us. This anti-democratic assault
on our Muslim, Arab, and immigrant neighbors will lead to every American, including Jewish
Americans, being less safe.

As Jewish clergy and communal leaders, we draw strength and inspiration from our tradition,
which teaches us v'ahavta Ireacha kamocha, we should love our neighbors as ourselves. This
means we see our neighbors’ safety and well being as inextricably linked to our own. Our love
and care for both the safety of Jewish students on campus, and for the safety of all of our
neighbors, leads us to call on the Trump administration to release Dr. Badar Khan Suri
immediately.

Signed,
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This list of signatories is updated periodically and may be incomplete.

Rabbi Eric L. Abbott

Rabbi Rachel Ackerman
Rabbi Aaron Alexander
Rabbi Penina Podwol Alexander
Rabbi Charles Arian

Rabbi Melanie Aron

Rabbi Sarah Bassin

Rabbi Ofer S. Beit-Halachmi
Rabbi Julia Watts Belser
Rabbi Donald Berlin

Rabbi Yosef Berman

Rabbi Binyamin Biber
Cantor Sarah Bolts

Rabbi Nina Beth Cardin
Rabbi Atara Cohen

Rabbi Deborah Bodin Cohen
Rabbi Stephanie Crawley
Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb
Rabbi Tyler Dratch

Rabbi Aderet Drucker
Rabbi Charles Feinberg
Rabbi Nora Feinstein

Rabbi Jeremy Fierstein
Rabbi Eliana Fischel

Rabbi Samantha Frank
Rabbi Gordon Fuller

Rabbi Rachel Gartner
Rabbi Joshua Gischner
Rabbi Rosalind Gold

Rabbi Hannah Goldstein
Rabbi Lizz Goldstein

Rabbi Robert S. Goldstein
Rabbi Marc Gopin

Rabbi Andy Gordon

Rabbi Julie Gordon

Rabbi Laurie E. Green
Rabbi Marc Gruber
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Rabbi Avigayil Halpern
Rabbi Douglas Heifetz
Cantor Rochelle Helzner
Cantor George Henschel
Rabbi Floyd Herman
Rabbi Lauren Holtzblatt
Rabbi Michael G. Holzman
Rabbi Marc D. Israel

Rabbi Daria Jacobs-Velde
Rabbi Josh Jacobs-Velde
Rabbi Cantor Ellen Jaffe-Gill
Rabbi Rebecca Joseph
Rabbi Bruce E. Kahn
Rabbi Ariana Katz

Rabbi Jason Kimelman-Block
Rabbi Alison Kobey

Rabbi Jeremy Kridel

Rabbi Sarah Krinsky

Rabbi Gilah Langner
Rabbi Esther Lederman
Cantor Allen Leider

Rabbi Miriam Liebman
Rabbi Richard Marker
Rabbi Jeremy Markiz
Rabbi Tamara Miller

Rabbi Tracy Nathan

Rabbi Vanessa Ochs

Rabbi Scott Perlo

Rabbi Aaron Potek

Rabbi Avram Israel Reisner
Rabbi Elizabeth Richman
Rabbi Jonathan Roos
Rabbi Sandy Rubenstein
Rabbi Bob Saks

Rabbi David Saperstein
Rabbi Jeffrey Saxe

Rabbi Amy Scheinerman
Rabbi Rachel Schmelkin
Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer
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Rabbi Amy Schwartzman
Rabbi Sid Schwarz

Rabbi Ethan Seidel

Rabbi Gerald Serotta
Rabbi Sue Shankman
Rabbi Jenna Shaw

Rabbi Jessica Shimberg
Rabbi David Shneyer
Rabbi Jake Singer-Beilin
Rabbi Healy Shir Slakman
Rabbi Ruth Smith

Rabbi Kerrith Solomon
Rabbi Hannah Spiro
Rabbi Alexandra Stein
Rabbi Shira Stutman
Rabbi Alana Suskin
Rabbi Lauren Tuchman
Rabbi Samuel Weintraub
Rabbi Michael VWerbow
Rabbi Amelia Wolf
Rabbi Naomi Zaslow
Rabbi Daniel G. Zemel
Rabbi llana Zietman
Rabbi Rain Zohav
Cantor Michael Zoosman

For press inquiries please contact Alice Hickson at ahickson@westendstrategy.com




