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Richmond, VA 23261 
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May 14, 2024   
   
Amy Jessee  
Executive Director of University Communications  
Office of University Communications  
University of Mary Washington  
1301 College Avenue  
Fredericksburg, VA 22401  
foia@umw.edu   
  
   
BY ELECTRONIC MAIL   
   
RE: FOIA Request, UMW’s Response to Gaza-related Protests   
   
   
Dear Director Jessee:   
   

The American Civil Liberties Union Foundation of Virginia (“ACLU 
of Virginia”), through the undersigned citizen of Virginia, makes this request 
for records regarding the recent protests (hereinafter referred to as “Gaza-
related protests”) from University of Mary Washington (“UMW”). This 
request is pursuant to the Virginia Freedom of Information Act (“VFOIA”), 
Va. Code Ann. § 2.2-3700, et seq.   

   
Specifically, we request the following records from March 1, 2024 to 

the date this request is processed:   
   

1. All communications between UMW administration (including but 
not limited to the Office of the President, the President’s Cabinet, and the 
Board of Visitors) and the Office of Governor Glenn Youngkin concerning 
the Gaza-related protests.   
  
2. All communications between UMW administration (including but 
not limited to the Office of the President, the President’s Cabinet, and the 
Board of Visitors) and the Virginia Attorney General’s Office concerning the 
Gaza-related protests.    
  
3. All communications between UMW administration (including but 
not limited to the Office of the President, the President’s Cabinet, and the 
Board of Visitors) and the Virginia State Police concerning the Gaza-related 
protests.  
  
4. All communications between UMW administration (including but 
not limited to the Office of the President, the President’s Cabinet, and the 
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Board of Visitors) and the UMW Police Department concerning the Gaza-
related protests.    
  
5. All communications between the UMW Police Department and the 
Virginia State Police concerning the Gaza-related protests.   
  
6. All records (including directives, agreements, communications, 
memoranda, and notes) relating to UMW’s expressive activity policy, and 
any changes made to the policy or administrative directives issued pursuant 
to the policy in response to the Gaza-related protests.    
  
7. All records (including directives, agreements, communications, 
memoranda, and notes) relating to any UMW policy that was enforced by 
police or university officials in response to the Gaza-related protests.    
  
8. All records (including directives, agreements, contracts, 
communications, memoranda, and notes) relating to the proposal, approval, 
or authorization to deploy police (UMW Police Department and/or Virginia 
State Police) in response to the Gaza-related protests.  
  
9. Records sufficient to identify the total amount of funds expended by 
UMW on the police response (UMW Police Department and/or Virginia State 
Police) to the Gaza-related protests.  
  
10. All records (including directives, communications, memoranda, and 
notes) relating to disciplinary action proposed or taken against students 
involved in the Gaza-related protests. We do not seek personal identifying 
information, such as student names or social security numbers. We do expect, 
however, the release of all segregable portions of otherwise exempt materials, 
as required by Va. Code Ann. § 2.2-3700.   
   

Please search for responsive records regardless of format, medium, or 
physical characteristics. We seek records of any kind, including paper 
records, electronic records, audiotapes, videotapes, photographs, data, and 
graphical material. Our request includes without limitation all 
correspondence, letters, emails, text messages, facsimiles, telephone 
messages, voice mail messages, and transcripts, notes, or minutes of any 
meetings, telephone conversations, or discussions. Our request also includes 
any attachments to emails and other records, as well as emails to which the 
subjects of this request were cc’ed or bcc’ed.    

   
Please exclude records consisting solely of news articles, press 

clippings, and other publicly available material, if the records include no 
accompanying discussion by government officials.    
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If it is your position that any portion of the requested records is 
exempt from disclosure, please provide with reasonable particularity the 
volume and subject matter of the withheld records, and cite, as to each 
category of withheld records, the specific Code section that authorizes the 
withholding. If some portions of the requested records are properly exempt 
from disclosure, please redact those portions and produce the remainder of 
the requested records.   

   
Please provide the requested records or respond as required by state 

law (§ 2.2-3704B) within 5 days from your receipt of this letter. Our preferred 
form for public records is digital (.ppt, .docx, or .pdf files) sent as email 
attachments to mgolski@acluva.org. If records are only available in paper 
form or any other physical medium, please mail them to Attn: Molly Golski, 
ACLU of Virginia, P.O. Box 26464, Richmond, VA 23261 or advise of a 
manner in which I may retrieve them.    

   
Should transcription to a digital medium or any other activities 

required for retrieval and transmission of the requested records incur a cost 
more than $100, please provide me with an estimate before processing this 
request per §2.2-2704F of the Code of Virginia. However, I would also like 
to request a waiver of all fees. I am a paralegal with the ACLU of Virginia, a 
non-profit civil rights organization, and I attest that the disclosure of the 
requested information is in the public interest and will contribute significantly 
to the public’s understanding of government activities. This information is 
not being sought for commercial purposes.    

   
In the estimate of costs, please separate any cost for accessing or 

searching for the records from the cost of duplication so I may decide whether 
to exercise my right to inspect the records during normal business hours 
before asking to have any records duplicated.   

   
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Should you have 

any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at (804) 494-8149 or 
mgolski@acluva.org.     

   
   
Sincerely,   
   

   
 
Molly Golski  
Paralegal 
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From: Amy Jessee (ajessee)
To: Molly Golski; FOIA
Subject: Re: FOIA Request; UMW’s Response to Gaza-related Protests
Date: Tuesday, May 21, 2024 4:58:00 PM

You don't often get email from ajessee@umw.edu. Learn why this is important

Ms. Golski,

Your FOIA request has been received on May 14, 2024. Based on the scope of the
request and formats requested, it is estimated to cost more than $200 to respond to
your request. If you would like us to proceed with the request and calculate the costs,
please respond with that intent.

Based on the subject matter for the records requested in sections 1-5, we anticipate that
records will be withheld pursuant to:

§ 2.2-3705.1(2) as “Written advice of legal counsel to state, regional or local public
bodies or the officers or employees of such public bodies, and any other
information protected by the attorney-client privilege.”
§ 2.2-3705.2(14) as “Information contained in (i) engineering, architectural, or
construction drawings; (ii) operational, procedural, tactical planning, or training
manuals; (iii) staff meeting minutes; or (iv) other records that reveal any of the
following, the disclosure of which would jeopardize the safety or security of any
person; governmental facility, building, or structure or persons using such facility,
building, or structure; or public or private commercial office, multifamily
residential, or retail building or its occupants.”
§ 2.2-3705.7(2) as working papers and correspondence of the president or other
chief executive officer of any public institution of higher education in the
Commonwealth.

If you will need to know the volume of the records withheld, we would need to conduct
the searches and will first estimate the costs to do so.

The responsive record to section 6 is available online at
https://students.umw.edu/student-affairs/free-speech/. No changes were made.

Responsive records to question 7 for the expressive activity policy referenced in 6 may
also be withheld pursuant to § 2.2-3706.1(C) as criminal investigative files relating to an
ongoing criminal investigation or proceeding.

Responsive records to question 8 would be withheld pursuant to § 2.2-3705.2(14). If you

mailto:ajessee@umw.edu
mailto:mgolski@acluva.org
mailto:foia@umw.edu
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudents.umw.edu%2Fstudent-affairs%2Ffree-speech%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmgolski%40acluva.org%7C06c9fe5cb96740598c0008dc79d8b001%7Cc2129e57b44e4c829a1aa6f5c7271d5b%7C0%7C0%7C638519218794116009%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JgXvqs2yXq2fKGVqNfMPuYHqoWuBSG2fZd3dANk0B1Q%3D&reserved=0


would like the volume of those records for 7 or 8, we would need to calculate the costs
to complete the search first.

There are no responsive records for section 9.

The responsive record to section 10 is available online in our Code of Conduct:
https://students.umw.edu/studentconduct/policies-and-conduct-expectations/code-
of-conduct/. Resolution of cases is part of the scholastic record and would be exempt
from disclosure in accordance with §2.2-3705.4 of the Code of Virginia and prohibited
from release in accordance with FERPA. Please see the student conduct section of our
website. https://students.umw.edu/studentconduct/general-information/judicial-
record-retention-and-privacy-policy/.

Amy Jessee 
Executive Director of University Communications
University of Mary Washington

From: Molly Golski <mgolski@acluva.org>
Sent: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 4:37 PM
To: FOIA <foia@umw.edu>
Subject: FOIA Request; UMW’s Response to Gaza-related Protests
 
Good afternoon,
 
Please find attached a FOIA request to University of Mary Washington. Thank you.
 
Best,
Molly
 
Molly Golski (she/her)
Paralegal
ACLU of Virginia
P.O Box 26464
Richmond, VA 23261
mgolski@acluva.org
O: 804-494-8149
C: 804-774-6975
www.acluva.org  

 
This message may contain information that is confidential or legally privileged. If you are not the intended recipient, please immediately
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudents.umw.edu%2Fstudentconduct%2Fgeneral-information%2Fjudicial-record-retention-and-privacy-policy%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmgolski%40acluva.org%7C06c9fe5cb96740598c0008dc79d8b001%7Cc2129e57b44e4c829a1aa6f5c7271d5b%7C0%7C0%7C638519218794133566%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B2GAqoyzzwJtVE7QvrdsHRiwnDVXGhRQhMhz%2F096VLU%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsecure-web.cisco.com%2F164RC7bsUU09ZPtLXAOn_P_NI3GQACYsWbMqJSOjfxCh8sMYbxBRfDO5cR7v1pySqxgCg8bHfH8Xf3sR6G1JFDgr0EoYzsopNfChebGBkVRRoa_OOn8k-nYWiO4yZTUZMZ2AA4H05yaKv6rCB50pachaPtsQENP3SrizAsAEJRQYGqmiHJzuoNHos9GRL3pah5ljpS9Y0cqKhabTtMWgnFfSj6nioJ5Y_7VSss2cOwabrhsBKh-ozlRW1OTiz5Vvs19M5vJyUwdTzGYUwScGx8efY1nY8T_lxcFo-blDoTQTnJDXVYQDfKy-oQJSXJwcI%2Fhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.acluva.org%252F&data=05%7C02%7Cmgolski%40acluva.org%7C06c9fe5cb96740598c0008dc79d8b001%7Cc2129e57b44e4c829a1aa6f5c7271d5b%7C0%7C0%7C638519218794140329%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PRPaxFKQ8KtxndkGPySZ9BlQ2W2Auk3SDmQRWkSfiac%3D&reserved=0
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advise the sender by reply email that this message has been inadvertently transmitted to you and delete this email from your system.

 
 



���������	���
����
	���������
	�������
��
��������������������������������������������� ���!���������"���#$�%��&�����$�'����$����� ����"(������ ���������)������������������*����������+��������������������������#�� �����"�� ��� �������&������������������������,�������������'��-�����,�� ����*��-��������#��� �����"�� ��'����������&���������(����� ��������*�����������" �������-����(�� ����,�#���'�����������,���,�������(��!��'��������'�������#$�� ��.�,������+��/0�������"�� � ��*����*����"��,��!��'�����123�4������)����������*��-������-�$�#��� �����"�� ��� ��������������������������������� ������&�����$�'��������������������� ����" �� �&�����,���-������������5��"�� �����*��-�����(���� ���������� ���� ������ ���������������&�������������������� ����(����� ��6���������*�7� ������893�4������)����������*��-������'��������,������'���������-�:���&�����������*� �����,��������� ���'��������-�$�#��� �����"�� �'������������ �����,��,��������3�; ����!��'���������������''�$��*�� �������������92�$������������&��(��*�� ����*����--$�'����$� ���#�����''����(�����*�� ���������������-���������� ���� �$��������������$�����'������3

<=>?@A=�BCA?>B=�DA?�E@<FCA<GHGIG=J���������	���
����
	��������
	��������
��
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