
VOTER EMPOWERMENT CARD 
Virginia Elections 2006 

 
AM I REGISTERED TO VOTE? 
To find out, call your local registrar (“Voter 
Registration” in the blue pages) or the State Board 
of Elections (1-800-552-9745). 
 
WHEN DO I VOTE? 
Election Day is Tuesday, November 7, 2006. 
Polling places are open from 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 
WHERE DO I VOTE? 
Look on your voter registration card or call your 
local voter registration office before Election Day.  
Or, find your polling place on the Internet at 
www.sbe.state.va.us 
 
ACLU of             NAACP Virginia  
Virginia   State Conference  
www.acluva.org            www.naacp.virginia.com 

--ELECTION DAY HOTLINES -- 
ACLU of Virginia 804/644-8080    
Virginia NAACP  804/321-5678 

 

MINIMIZING ELECTION DAY PROBLEMS 
• Check your registration status in advance. 
• Know where your polling place is. 
• Vote early to avoid the last-minute rush. 
• Bring proper identification (although 

identification is not required to vote). 
• Read all voting instructions carefully. 
• Take your time in the voting booth. There 
 is no time limit. 

HANDLING COMMON PROBLEMS… 
IF YOU HAVE MOVED SINCE THE ‘05 ELECTION, you 
should notify your local registration office by the 
registration deadline and receive a new voter 
card.   If you did not notify the registrar by 
October 10, you have a right to vote in your old 
precinct in this year’s elections.  (VA Code 24.2-
401) 
 
YOU DO NOT NEED AN ID TO VOTE. In addition to 
asking for your name and address, poll workers 
may seek some identification, although an ID is 
not required by law to vote.  If you are not 
allowed to vote because you don’t have an ID, 
ask for an Affirmation of Identity form. You have 
a right to vote if you sign this form. (VA Code 
24.2-643(b)) 
 
IF YOU BELIEVE YOU ARE REGISTERED BUT A POLL 
WORKER SAYS YOU ARE NOT, ask the poll worker to 
contact the local registrar.  If the registrar is 
unavailable or cannot find your name, ask for a 
Conditional Ballot.  You have a right to cast a 
conditional ballot even if your name is not on the 
voter list. However, be aware that your ballot 
may not be counted if the Board of Elections can 
find no record of your registration. 
(VA Code 24.2-652-653) 
 

A NOTE ABOUT POLITICAL ATTIRE AT 
THE POLLS 

What to do if you are told that you cannot 
vote unless you conceal or remove a    
campaign button or other political attire. 

The courts have not yet determined whether 
there is a constitutional right to wear a       
campaign button or other political attire in a 
polling place.  However, the ACLU of Virginia 
believes you should have the right to such 
expression.  Please report incidents like this to 
us at 804-644-8080 or acluva@acluva.org 

IF ANYONE CHALLENGES YOUR ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE 
EVEN THOUGH YOU ARE ON THE LIST OF REGISTERED 
VOTERS, ask for an “Affirmation of Eligibility” 
form.  You have a right to vote if you sign this 
form. (VA Code 24.2-651-651.1) 
 
IF YOU’RE IN LINE WHEN THE POLLS CLOSE, CAN 
YOU STILL VOTE? Yes! You have the right to vote 
if you are in line by 7 p.m. when the polls close. 
 
IF YOU MAKE A MISTAKE ON A PAPER BALLOT, ask 
for a replacement ballot immediately. You have 
a right to as many replacement ballots as you 
need. (VA Code 24.2-645) 
 
IF YOU NEED INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO USE THE 
VOTING EQUIPMENT, ask a poll worker for help. 
Poll workers are required to assist you at any 
time you ask--even if you have entered the 
voting booth. (VA Code 24.2-647) 
 
IF YOU NEED HELP IN THE VOTING BOOTH BECAUSE OF 
A PHYSICAL DISABILITY OR IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE 
READING OR WRITING, ask a poll worker for a 
“Request for Assistance” form. You have a right 
to have a poll worker, friend, or relative help you 
in the voting booth if you sign this form. (Va. 
Code 24.2-649(b)) 
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